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What is baptism?
Once a person accepts Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour and God, the Bible calls us 
to make our private commitment a public 
declaration.  Baptism is not “magical”, nor 
does it come before salvation.  Simply, 
Baptism is a visible representation of the 
invisible change that has occurred in the 
individual as a result of belief in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.   A believer is someone 
who realizes that their sin separates them 
from God. They know they will never 
be good enough to reach God through 
their good works or religious activities. 
They depend on Jesus Christ’s death on 
the cross alone to pay the debt for their 
sins, declare us innocent, redeem us 
from slavery, appease the wrath of God, 
and, ultimately, bring us back into right 
relationship with our Creator.  

Baptism is a physical act with spiritual 
meaning.  The act of Baptism is the literal 
immersing of a believer under water 
and then coming up out of the water.  
Symbolically, the person being baptised 
goes under the water and brought up in 
the same way that Jesus was buried in 
the earth and raised on their behalf in 
forgiveness of their sins.  
It symbolizes our union 
with Christ in His death 
and resurrection (Romans 
6:1–10; Colossians 2:12).  

In summary:
• First, baptism is 
an act of obedience 
to the command of Christ, fulfilled 
by individuals who have received His 
forgiveness and submitted themselves 
to His leadership (Matt 28.19-20).

• Second, baptism is a symbolic 
representation of repentance and 
purification.  In essence, Baptism 
symbolizes the individuals crucifixion 
with Christ and a public celebration 
of new life in Jesus Christ who now 
reigns as Lord and King in the life of the 
individual (Gal.2.20).

• Third, baptism is public identification 
with Jesus.  It provides an opportunity 
for believers to make a formal profession 
of their faith before the church and the 
world (Acts 10:48; Romans 6:3; Gal. 
3:27).

• Fourth, baptism is a biblical rite of 
initiation into the universal church (1Cor 
12.13) as well membership in the local 
church (Acts 2.41).

Why should Christians 
be baptised?
Jesus commanded that all Christians be 
baptised (Matthew 28:19). His apostles also 
commanded that all Christians be baptised 
(Acts 2:38). Therefore, Christians should 
be baptised because their God and His 
servants command it.

Do I need to be baptised to be
a Christian?
Salvation is a gift given to people 
whose faith rests in the grace of God to 
forgive their sins through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus (Ephesians 2:8–9). 
For example, when the Philippian jailer 

asked what 
was required 
of him to be 
saved, Paul did 
not mention 
baptism, but 
simply said, 
“Believe in 
the Lord 
Jesus…” (Acts 

16:31). Likewise, the thief who died on 
the cross next to Jesus was promised by 
our Lord that, “…today you will be with 
me in paradise,” though he had not been 
baptised (Luke 23:43). So, someone can be 
“un-baptised” and yet be a Christian who is 
destined for heaven.

Who should be baptised?
Baptism is reserved solely for people who 
have “put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  The 
Bible is also clear that baptism does not 

cause salvation but is simply an indication 
of what has already taken place, namely, 
repentance from a life of sin and faith in 
Jesus (Acts 2:38–41; 2:41; 
8:12; 9:18–19; 10:44–48; 
16:14–15, 40; 16:29–36; 
18:8; 19:1–7; 22:16).  
Therefore, only Christians 
who have repented of sin 
should be baptised.  

When should I be 
baptised?
When someone becomes 
a Christian in the Bible, 
their next step is to get 
baptised. So baptism 
should follow soon after a person becomes 
a Christian. There is no precise age that a 
person should be baptised. If someone has 
grown up in a Christian family, when they 
have made their own independent decision 
to become a Christian, they should be 
baptised. This is a decision that needs to 
be made by the person themselves, but 
it will also be helpful to discuss it with 
parents and youth leaders.

At the Baptism
Explanation
Paul in his letter to the Romans 10:9-10 
says “if you confess with your mouth 
“Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead you will 
be saved.

Baptism is the outward expression of what 
has already taken place within us spiritually, 
symbolically it imitates what Christ did for 
us and baptism shows us that we have 
been united with him in both his death and 
resurrection.

Our going down into the water and being 
covered represents the death of our old 
self with its sinful life. And the raising up 
out of the water pictures our resurrection to 
newness of life in him.

Today we welcome (your name) into Gods 

family following his confession of faith.
Prayer
Our Father, we thank you that you have 

given (your name) new 
birth with your Holy Spirit, 
to adopt for your own and 
to receive him into the 
fellowship of your church. 
Being buried with Christ 
in his baptism, may he die 
to sin, walk in newness 
of life, and be united with 
Christ in his resurrection. 
May he grow in the faith 
into which he has been 
baptised, and may all 
things belonging to the 

Spirit live and grow in him. Amen 

Walk down into the water
Words said while standing in the water
(your name) do you believe in Jesus as your 
Lord and Saviour who lived and died and 
rose for your salvation and will you serve 
him in obedience for the rest of your life.
  
Words I’ll say as you go down under the 
water
(your name) I baptise you in the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
  
Words I say after you’ve come up 
Fight bravely for Jesus against sin, the 
world and the devil and continue to be a 
servant of Jesus to your life’s end.

If you confess with your 
mouth “Jesus is Lord” 

and believe in your 
heart that God raised 

him from the dead you 
will be saved. 
(Romans 10:9-10)

Baptism is not “magical”... 
Simply, Baptism is a 
visible representation of 
the invisible change.
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