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IS GOD ANTI GAY? 
LT Hopper, 7 September, Lakeshore Church 

 
A FEW THINGS TO START: 
Sorry if this is your first time with us and we addressing this issue. It is not 
because it is a particularly evil issue. I’ll come back to this later on. 
 
Sorry also because there is so much to be said that I couldn't presume to 
know all that needs to be said. Also I won’t be able to address many of the 
issues in one talk. Please take this book called ‘Is God anti gay?’ it will 
address more than I can in one talk.  
 
Sorry what I do say I may not say in the most sensitive or thoughtful way. 
 

1. WHY DOES THE QUESTION NEED TO BE ADDRESSED? 
 
This is an issue where the emotions & argumentation are at an all time high. 
This issue has come to prominence in society especially with the move 
towards legalizing same sex marriage over the past 3-4 years.  
It’s become one of the major issues our society is wrestling with and 
wrestling with very hard.  
 
We’re thinking about this not because it’s a particularly evil issue, and 
therefore needs our strong attention. It’s because it's become one of the 
major objections to why people are not only against Christianity and 
Christians but will no longer even listen to what they have to say. 
It’s the case now that if Christianity believes that then many people want 
nothing to do with Christianity. 
 
Homosexuality is seen just as a normal and appropriate part of modern life. 
Look at movies, articles in our newspapers and magazines.  
It’s clear that some Christians feel threatened by this as is if homosexuals 
are taking over the country. 
 
This week on SBS a series started called ‘LIVING WITH THE ENEMY.’ It is series 
where people who have opposing views live together for 10 days. The 
people in the first episode this week who were set up as enemies were an 
Anglican Minister and 2 men who are in a same sex relationships.  
This just highlights how society views where the issue is up to between 
Christians and homosexuals.  
And I suspect this is mostly because of how Christians have responded to 
the loud minority of the gay lobby. 
 
Often it’s as if we have forgotten that it is a personal issue. An issue that is 
very painful for people who may struggle. 
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It became very personal for me a number of years ago when my oldest 
sister’s first husbands who struggled with same-sex attraction left my sister to 
have a relationship with a man.  
 
When we talk about this issue we are talking about people. People who 
struggle with this issue. People with feelings. People with fear. People with 
anxiety.  Suicide rate for teens with same sex attraction. 
 
As I said because of how Christians have responded it does lead to people 
thinking that God is particularly against gay people.  
So people ask, “Is God anti gay?” 
And I think the answer to that question is no. No because what people are 
really asking is, “Is God particularly against gay people?” 
 
Here me clearly on this. I’m not saying no because the Bible is silent on this 
issue or because the Bible approves but NO because GOD ISN’T 
PARTICULARLY AGAINST HOMOSEXUALITY.  
 
Sam Allberry says in his book ‘Is God anti gay?’ :- “But he is against who all 
of us are by nature, as those living apart from him and for ourselves. 
 

2. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 
As with all of this talk but particularly with this section this may be hard to 
hear. 
 
There are 3 relevant passages in the OT, and 3 in the NT. 
 
1. Genesis 2:22-23 
The first passage of the Bible’s teaching about same-sex activity isn’t a 
command against it. 
It’s the IDEAL God intends for humanity—by which ALL sexual intimacy is 
judged. 
 
We have to start where the Bible starts. With the ‘creational good’ – that is 
God’s best for us from way back at creation – the ‘one flesh union of male 
& female.’ 
 
The commands in the Bible against same-sex behaviour aren’t arbitrary 
commands of a homophobic group 
JOHN DICKSON from his ‘Reflections on same sex relationships’ talks says: 
“They are attempts to protect God’s best from way back at creation – the 
“creational good” - that’s what the commands are – an attempt to 
protect an ultimate good.” 
 
2. Leviticus 18:20-24 
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3. Leviticus 20:12 – 13 
There is total upfront clarity in the OT passages. 
All sexual intimacy (same sex or opposite) outside ‘one flesh union of male 
& female’ defies God’s best for us way back at creation. 
Everything outside the creational ideal is against God. 
If it is not as if the Bible just picks on same sex behaviour! 
 
4. Romans 1:26-27 –  
When it says “they received in themselves the due penalty” this is not AIDS 
or any sexually transmitted disease. The issue is idol worship. The penalty is 
the freedom to do what they want. 
 
Again John Dickson says: ”Same-sex activity is singled out not because it’s 
an extra bad sin.… but for Paul it’s an illustration of the larger point of this 
passage – that people exchanged something God intended with 
something God didn’t intend.” 
 
5. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 –  
Notice again that homosexuality is not singled out – it’s lumped in without 
particular highlighting it with idolatry and thieving and slandering greed 
and other things. 
 
6. 1 Timothy 1:8-10 
 
The Bible is totally clear. GOD FORBIDS HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITY. 
To be clear, let me say that again: GOD FORBIDS HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITY. 
And throughout Christian history, there has been no debate around these 6 
texts… Their meaning seems to be plain. 
 
There is a distinction between temptation, desire and sin. 
James 1:14-15. “Each person is tempted when they are dragged away by 
their own desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” 
 
This not what the only thing the Bible has to say to people with same sex 
attraction. It is not the whole message of the Bible.  
 

3. WHAT’S THE WAY AHEAD? 
 
If you struggle with same-sex attraction, and there may be some here who 
do, please tell someone.  Someone you trust. 
Come talk to me. You mustn’t struggle alone. 	   
The terrible mental health outcomes that gay people face in Australia are 
actually not the result of unfulfilled sex but from the isolation people feel 
and are made to feel by their communities. We need to turn that around. 
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Generally as Aussies we are terrible at sharing our struggles. Any struggles. If 
you are struggling with anything, whatever it is please talk to someone.  
 
It’s ironic isn’t it that if we have apparently come such a long way and we 
are such a tolerant society that even someone like Ian Thorpe can take 15 
years to talk about his struggle. 
Please come and talk to someone. 
 
What is the way forward for those of us who are Christians and hold the 
Biblical view? 
There are 2 equally wrong responses. 

1. Deny the truth to be tender 
2. Uphold the truth in no way tenderly 
 

There is a 3rd Biblical way- UPHOLD THE TRUTH TENDERLY 
 
You see this in the death of Jesus. You see LOVE & JUSTICE meet at the 
cross. Jesus could not deny our sin and God’s justice. So in love he upheld 
God’s justice as he dealt with our sin. 
 
Jesus modelled the way forward for us very clearly.  
He pursued friendship with those he disagreed with. That it includes you 
and me.  
If we claim friendship with Jesus we are duty bound to love like he loved.  
We can PROFOUNDLY DISAGREE AND PROFOUNDLY LOVE. 
 
The classical Christian view of homosexuality is simply seen as ‘dumb’ and 
‘mean’. It is viewed as being the same as being racist.  
 
And for many - the classical view of Christianity about homosexuality is 
reason enough to reject the whole of the Christian faith.  
It’s a ‘defeater belief’ – or a turn off.  
A defeater belief is an assumption held so deeply in a society, that it’s 
impossible to accept any belief that contradicts it. 
 
Because of this the burden is on us to take the first step. 
The Bible does not describe same sex activity as especially sinful. 
You get the impression that people think the Bible’s always going on and 
on about homosexuality, or the church is always going on and on about 
homosexuality.  
 
The Bible doesn’t say much about it, though it’s clear when it does.  The 
church doesn’t say much about it at all… it’s just that its asked every time 
it’s in public... it’s asked about it’s views.  
It’s the main message but it’s what Christians get asked in the public arena. 
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Some people in the church convey by the words and actions that it’s an 
especially sinful practice.  
 
There’s only 5 explicit references to same sex activity. Now, if you trust the 
Bible as the word of God, then one is enough; but the point is, it doesn’t go 
on and on about it. 
 
Three of the five references it’s just in a list of all sorts of other things 
including apparently ‘normal’ sins—like greed and slander.  
The point is that Christians should have no bigger issue with homosexuality 
than we do with ‘greed.’ 
 
In fact we could probably do with a bit more outrage about greed! 
Because Jesus talks about GREED 10 times more than he does adultery. 
Jesus is always going on about wealth, materialism or greed.  
Why do we tend to get so worked about some sins and not others? One of 
the reasons is that for some sins it is obvious when they been committed. So 
for example it is clear when you have committed adultery.  
 
Where as with for other sins it is not as clear. Like greed. There is no clear 
line that can be drawn where we can see we’ve crossed it. We are always 
comparing up or down for whether we are spending too much on 
ourselves. It is just as damaging to you if you live for yourself by spending 
and using everything for yourself. 
 
Christians shouldn’t feel any more awkward about the Mardi Gras than 
they do down at the Sunshine Plaza. We are bombarded with the greed 
agenda everywhere. The greed lobby and agenda is being picketed 
everywhere with billboards and advertising. Yet we don’t get up in arms 
about this. We take on the message and act upon in it. If you don’t think 
you do then think about your recent purchasers. I would guess that at least 
one was for something you didn’t need but you wanted. One was most 
likely an upgrade or more than what you needed.   
 
Many of us have absolutely no problem mixing with, and laughing with our 
greedy friends…  
It shouldn’t be any different with people who have same sex attraction. 
 
The Church should apologize for the homophobia. For allowing our 
Christian views about same-sex relationships to lead to some unChristian 
treatment and language toward gay people.  
 
This should be the first thing we say when this topic comes up. 
You know when your friends ask you what you think of gay marriage or 
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same sex relationships, I seriously reckon the first thing you should say – “you 
know what? – I just want to say I’m really sorry that Christians have 
sometimes allowed our Christian convictions to lead to some very 
unChristian actions.”  
 
The Gospel that says we are all sinners removes all self righteousness.  
 
Churches should feel more like a doctor’s waiting room than the waiting 
room for a job interview. When you are waiting for a job interview you 
trying to look like you are competent and have it all together. Any 
weaknesses are buried so they are not seen. In a doctor’s waiting room 
everyone knows they are there because they are sick and need help. 
 
What should be our main focus in engaging with this issue? 
It should not be the terrible damage the homosexual lifestyle has on 
individuals and society. This is not the main reason. The main reason is that 
it goes against the creational ideal. 
 
We are not defined by whether we are straight or gay. 
Whether we are heterosexual or homosexual. 
We are created male or female in the image of God. 
Our identity is in who we are before God.  
Who we are in relationship with God. Either children of God in Christ or not. 
We don’t define people by their sexual activity.  
 
Ultimately we are not hoping to see people who are practicing 
homosexuals become heterosexual. 
Being heterosexual doesn’t get you into heaven anymore than being 
homosexual gets you into hell. 
 
We are all beggars who have found food offering it to other beggars 
looking for food. 
John 3:16-17 - God loves us. God in Jesus gave himself to people who 
hated him.  & God loves us too much to leave us where we are. 
 
3 TOOLS GIVEN TO CHURCH: 
1. Prayer 
 
2. Service 
Christians are duty bound to love their neighbor. (Like the Good Samaritan) 
It may mean that we stand for them not picket against them. 
We must be compassionate. Many people struggle with this issue because 
they have unwanted feelings. 
Just as all of us struggle with unwanted things in our lives. 
It is particularly hard to share something when the message you get is that 
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what you struggle with is wrong JUST GET OVER IT. 
We must empathize with them. 
 
3. Persuasion 
1 Cor 5:10-12.-  “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people—not at all meaning the people of this world who are 
immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. What business is it of 
mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside?  
 
We persuade everyone that Christ is Lord but admonition is family business.  
 
Have you ever had someone yell at your kids? 
I’m sure like me you at least internally respond by thinking how dare you. 
You have no right. I’m guessing that’s how non-Christians respond when 
we tell them how they are to live.  
 
It can’t be our first response. It can’t be the first thing we communicate. I’m 
sure many people are already clear about what Christians believe.  
 
Sam Allberry says: “What the Bible says about homosexuality is not the only 
thing they need to explain, and it is probably not the first thing, or even the 
main thing, they need to focus on.” 
 
Our chief aim in engaging is so people know who Jesus is. 
We want to start at the centre and work outwards rather than starting from 
the edge and work in.  
We all need to know who Jesus is before we get to what he requires of us. 
We need to know he is for us before we can know what he wants for us. 
 
Firstly he wants us to know he loves us. 
Then he wants us to know that he loves us too much to leave us where we 
are. For all of us following Jesus is costly. There are things that need to 
change. Things we need to give up. There are deep longings for things that 
we have to give up.   
 
The way forward is to show through word & deed that Christians can firmly 
love people with whom they disagree. 
 
CONCLUSION: Sam Allberry says: 
The invitation is there for everyone. And so precious is this gift that God 
cannot be truly said to be “anti’ anyone to whom this wonderful gift is 
being offered.” 


